Characterization of dental fillings found in skulls from individuals buried in San Jeronimos Church, New Spain: historical and archaeological evidences.
Repair of teeth during the XIX century was often a very costly and painful procedure. During this period, restoration of teeth was a procedure limited only to those who could afford such care. In this study we analyzed teeth from a skull sample found in San Jeronimo's Church. The characterization of molar fillings was made with techniques such as X-ray fluorescence, X-ray diffraction and electron microscopy. The purpose of this investigation was to establish technical procedures for analysis, and to discuss the results within the context of the socioeconomic status of these individuals and the written descriptions of the dental practice during the XIX century.